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Welcome to God’s House 
 

While our nation sets aside a day of giving thanks every year, the Lord has in mind 

an entire life of thanksgiving. How might we accomplish that? Certainly, it comes 

about as we do everything in our life out of 

service toward God and out of love for our 

neighbors. We also gather to worship to 

celebrate the eternal goodness of our God, and 

his grace in providing all that we need for body 

and soul. May God bless your worship today and 

strengthen you in faith to live your lives renewed in thanks and praise to him.  
 
Prayer before Worship:   Lord, teach me to count the numerous blessings that you 

have given to me. Focus my worship today on you. Help me live a life of thankful-

ness and praise in gratitude and joy for every gift you have given me. Amen.  

 

Welcome 

 
 
Opening Hymn                        Praise to the Lord, the Almighty   #624 
 
♫   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 

joining in glad adoration! 
 
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning 

and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 



Have you not seen  how all that’s needful has been 

sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 
Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 

as with his love he befriends you. 
 
Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen sound from his people again; 

gladly forever adore him! 

 
 
Invocation 
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

 
 
Dialogue for Thanksgiving                              from Psalms 103 and 145  
 
Praise the Lord, my soul;  all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 

Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits 

I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name forever and ever. 

Every day I will praise you and extol your name forever and ever. 
 
He forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, 

he redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, 

The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. 

The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made. 
 
He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities… 

as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 

The Lord is trustworthy in all he promises and faithful in all he does. 

The Lord upholds all who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down. 
 



As a father has compassion on his children,  

so the Lord has compassion on all who fear him; 

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time. 

You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 
 
Praise the Lord, all his works  

everywhere in his dominion. Praise the Lord, my soul.  

My mouth will speak in praise of the Lord. 

Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever. 

 
 
Song of Praise                             Great Is Thy Faithfulness   #602 
 

♫   Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

    there is no shadow of turning with thee. 

Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 

    as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.   Refrain 
 

Refrain:    Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided. 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

    sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness 

    to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

    thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

    blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.  



Almighty God and Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By  

the work of your Spirit, lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for 

your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

Amen. 

 
 
First Reading                             Genesis 8:18-22 
 
18 So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. 19 All 

the animals and all the creatures that move along the ground and all the birds—

everything that moves on land—came out of the ark, one kind after another. 
20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and, taking some of all the clean animals and 

clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. 21 The Lord smelled the pleasing 

aroma and said in his heart: “Never again will I curse the ground because of 

humans, even though every inclination of the human heart is evil from 

childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done. 
22 “As long as the earth endures, 

seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 

summer and winter, day and night 

will never cease.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Psalm of the Day                    All People That on Earth Do Dwell   #601 
 

♫   All people that on earth do dwell, 

    sing to the Lord with cheerful voice. 

Serve him with joy, his praises tell, 

    come now before him and rejoice! 
 



Know that the Lord is God indeed; 

    he formed us all without our aid. 

We are the flock he comes to feed, 

    the sheep who by his hand were made. 
 
O enter then his gates with joy, 

    within his courts his praise proclaim. 

Let thankful songs your tongues employ, 

    O bless and magnify his name. 
 
Trust that the Lord our God is good, 

    his mercy is forever sure. 

His faithfulness at all times stood 

    and shall from age to age endure. 

 
 
Second Reading                                                      James 1:16-18 
 
16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is 

from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not 

change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through the word of 

truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation                          1 Chronicles 16:8 
 
Alleluia. Give thanks to the Lord; call on his name;  

proclaim his deeds among the peoples. Alleluia. 

 
 
Gospel                           Luke 19:1-10 
 
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of 

Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who 



Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran 

ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that 

way. 
5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come  

down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once 

and welcomed him gladly. 
7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a 

sinner.” 
8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give 

half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I 

will pay back four times the amount.” 
9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, 

is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 
 
Hymn of the Day                                 Now Thank We All Our God   #597 
 

♫   Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, in whom his world rejoices; 

who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love and still is ours today. 
 
Oh, may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 

with ever-joyful hearts and blessèd peace to cheer us 

and keep us in his grace and guide us when perplexed 

and free us from all ills in this world and the next. 
 
All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 

the Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven, 

the one eternal God, whom earth and heav’n adore; 

for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

 



Sermon 

 
 
Confession of Faith                        The First Article of the Apostles’ Creed 

                                       from Luther’s Small Catechism 
 
I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

What does this mean?  
 
I believe that God created me and all that exists, that he gave me my body and  

soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my mind and all my abilities. 
 
And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing and 

shoes, food and drink, property and home, spouse and children, land, cattle, and 

all I own, and all I need to keep my body and life. God also preserves me by 

defending me against all danger, guarding and protecting me from all evil. 
 
All this God does only because he is my good and merciful Father in heaven, and 

not because I have earned or deserved it. For all this I ought to thank and praise, 

to serve and obey him. This is most certainly true. 

 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving                     responsively with #506 
 
Heavenly Father, we praise you for the truth that you do indeed provide for all that 

lives. All food and everything we need for our bodily welfare is provided by your 

powerful hand both to the just and the unjust. Forgive us for taking you for 

granted or taking the credit for our successes and what we have.  

Thanks be to you, O Lord!  
 
♫   For the fruit of his creation, thanks be to God. 

For his gifts to ev’ry nation, thanks be to God. 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 

Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God. 
 
Lord, if our will would stand, we would constantly complain about our lives. We 

would help our neighbor only when it suited us, and we certainly wouldn’t give 



people in other parts of the world a thought. Break our will, O Lord, and create in 

us an active thankfulness for your abundant grace.  

Thanks be to you, O Christ!  
 
♫   In the just reward of labor, God’s will be done. 

In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will be done. 

In our worldwide task of caring for the hungry and despairing, 

In the harvests we are sharing, God’s will be done. 
   

Among all the gifts for which we humbly thank and praise you, your amazing and 

abundant grace in Jesus our Savior is by far the greatest. None of our possessions 

or pleasures would mean anything had you not sent your Son to die for our sins.  

Forgive us for using and abusing your gifts for our own pleasure rather than for the 

sake of the Gospel. May our thankfulness ever show through in our dedication to 

use all that you have given for the advancement of your kingdom in our own 

hearts, our family’s hearts, and throughout the world.  

Thanks be to you, O Lord.  
 
♫   For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God. 

For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God. 

For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, 

Most of all that Love has found us, thanks be to God. 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and  

the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 
 
Thank Offering  

 
 
 



Closing Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, giver of all things, on this day we give you thanks for the 

countless blessings you have so freely given to us and all people. Without any merit 

or worthiness in us, you have abundantly provided for us in body and soul. Enable 

us to receive your daily gifts with thanksgiving and joyfully look forward to that day 

when we will join with all believers in never-ending thanks and praise around the 

throne of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

Amen.  

 
 
Blessing 
 
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on 

you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

Amen. 

 
 
Closing Hymn           We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer   #609 
 
♫   We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; 

    in grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 

We lay it before you, we kneel and adore you; 

    we bless your holy name, glad praises we sing. 
 
We worship you, God of our fathers, we bless you; 

    through trial and tempest our guide you have been. 

When perils o’ertake us, you will not forsake us, 

    and with your help, O Lord, our battles we win. 
 
With voices united our praises we offer 

    and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 

With you, Lord, beside us, your strong arm will guide us; 

    to you, our great Redeemer, forever be praise! 

 



A blessed thanksgiving to all who came to God’s house today to thank the One 

who gives us all good things and moves us to genuine gratitude. Join us this 

Sunday at the normal times (7:30 & 9:45 a.m.) as we enter a new church year with 

the first Sunday in Advent.   
 
Thank you to Bea Pamperin who served as our organist for this Thanksgiving 

service.  
 
Mark Your Calendars   Once Thanksgiving Day comes, preparation for Christmas 

goes into full swing. Please save the following dates and plan to join us for as much 

as you are able.  Better yet, take a December calendar and put it on your 

refrigerator.  
 

• Saturday, December 3rd   Sunday School Christmas practice (9-10:30 a.m.)  

• Sunday, December 4th   Decorating Day at church (10:45 a.m.)  

• Wednesday, December 7th  Advent dinner (6 p.m.) & new member welcome 

Advent Worship (7 p.m.)  

• Sunday, December 11th   Ladies Advent by Candlelight (5 p.m.)  

 

Pick up a December calendar and one of the remaining Forward in Christ magazines 

for November. There’s an excellent Thanksgiving article – “At the King’s Table” – 

included which gives a unique perspective on how we celebrate Thanksgiving. 

There are a few copies of the Meditations left as well. You’ll find everything on the 

cabinets in the entryway. 
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